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Fashion maven Bev 

Kristy Lee and Lauren  

Friends, fellowship, laughter, hard work were the agenda for the 

week.  Here are some of the friendly smiling faces of our workers.  

ANNUAL MEETING  

DECEMBER 12 @ 2 P.M.  
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The church in the heart of the  

community with the community  

in its heart. 



 When people ask me the 

question, ñHow can a good 

God allow suffering in the 

world?ò itôs a good ques-

tion.  We struggle with it.  

Hereôs what Iôm thinking. 

 

First, it is evident that this 

world is wired to be difficult.  We are groaning 

under the weight of a heavy curse.  ñSuffering is 

connected to sin; if God were to get rid of suffer-

ing, heôd have to get rid of sin, and then heôd 

have to get rid of sinnersðand God is too merci-

ful for that.ò (Joni Tada from her book, ñA Place 

of Healing; Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suf-

fering, Pain, and Godôs Sovereignty.ò) 

 

You see God desires to 

draw humans to Himself.  

He loves sinners. And 

suffering may be a prime 

tool in His plan to recon-

cile the world to himself. 

 

Maybe suffering helps us ask 

the hard questions?  Itôs obvious that 

the Lord permits all sorts of things that he does-

nôt approve of.  Do you need healing?  Then by 

all means follow the Biblical instructions.  Go to 

the elders, be anointed with oil, and confess sin.  

If you feel led to, pray and seek healing, but 

keep living while youôre looking for the healing. 

Because His ultimate plan for your life has got to 

be more about your relationship with Him, than 

that you are pain free, or illness free, or grief 

free. 

 

And the truth of the matter is that we are all dy-

ing.  In our culture of comfort, we donôt know 

how to prepare ourselves for dying, but thatôs 

what we should be doing every day.  We go 

through the valley of the shadow of death every 

time we say no to our selfish desires. Whenever 

we surrender our wills to His will, itôs a kind of 

death. Every time we go to sleep, itôs a rehearsal 

of the day when our eyes will ultimately close 

and we wake up on the side of eternity. 

His plan is all about the health of your soul. Joni has 

written, ñThereôs this portion of scripture in Matthew 

18 where Jesus says, óIf your hand or foot causes you 

to sin, cut it off.  If your eye causes you to sin, gouge 

it out.ô  Here Jesus, the one who delighted in healing 

hands that could not work, restoring feet that could 

not walk, giving sight to eyes that could not seeðhere 

he is, saying cut off your hand, gouge out your eyes, if 

these things are causing you to sin.  Jesus under-

scores his priority that yes, the physical body counts, 

but it does not trump the health of the soul.ò 

 

Ahhéthe health of the soul. Thatôs the key.  The 

Scriptures are clear that we (all of us) need to be de-

toxified. We need not only to be forgiven, but for our 

sins to be removed. This removal of sin 

was effected when Jesus, our sin 

bearer, shed his blood and 

died on the cross. Why was 

this necessary?  So that 

our Father could embrace 

us without hesitation.  He 

is holy.  We are not.  The 

nature of His holiness is such 

that He cannot co-exist with 

sin.  And He loves sinners - thus 

the need for the cross and its cleansing. 

 

So suffering? Maybe the modern church puts too 

much emphasis on better living through God.  Or per-

haps we donôt adequately explain that God suffers 

with us and redeems our suffering without eliminating 

it. 

 

When people ask about healing, we should be less 

interested in the physical and more interested in heart 

healing. Both are available in the atonement.  How-

ever it seems to me that Jesus, in His primary re-

demptive work, was more intent in removing our pride, 

or our indifference, or our self-centeredness, in 

shorté our sin, than in guaranteeing our freedom 

from suffering.  And yet He often does both, in His 

great love and kindness toward us. Amen? We have 

much for which to be thankful! 

 

Pastor David 

Suffering and the Health of the Soul  

This removal of  

sin was effected when  

Jesus, our sin bearer, shed 
his blood and  

died on the cross.  

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA  

Last year when I started selling sponsor-

ships for wreaths, Pat Bolton saw the an-

nouncement from her hospital bed. She im-

mediately called me and ordered a wreath 

and then started to tell everyone who came 

to visit her about the program. A number of 

ladies called and ordered wreaths for their 

husbandôs grave sites at the Southern Ne-

vada Veterans Memorial Cemetery.  I was 

so touched that she would be thinking of 

others even to end of her life.   

Once again, it's time to start thinking of this 

special ceremony which will be held De-

cember 11, 2010.  Though the national pro-

gram does not allow "specific grave desig-

nations," as a value-add, our local Gold 

Star Families will place the wreaths on spe-

cific graves.  Just let us know the name on 

the gravestone, and we will look up the site 

and make sure a wreath is placed on that 

specific grave.  If your loved one is at a mili-

tary cemetery other than Boulder City, we 

will arrange for the wreath to be sent to 

ceremonies at that cemetery as well.  

 

Again in 2010, ceremonial wreaths for each 

branch of the military will be sent to State 

and National cemeteries in all 50 states, to 

24 offshore cemeteries, including Nor-

mandy Beach, each of the FOBs in Iraq and 

Afghanistan, and to all major carriers on all 

seven seas.  By offering sponsorships to 

the public, Wreaths Across AmericaÊ 

hopes that one day every veteranôs resting 

place will be adorned with a wreath. We 

need your help to make this a reality. 

Wreaths are $15 each.  Contact Linda Gar-

rison 614-8524 to sponsor a Wreath. 

Grace Chapel Dedication ¹October 10  

Cathie Wilson  

Guest Speaker @  

6 p.m. service  



This year, we are placing an emphasis on technology with 

our students.  Wi-fi is available in all of our classrooms 

and several I-Pads are now available for our first and sec-

ond graders to use.  Using the  IXL ap, the students have 

already completed over 10,000 math problems beyond 

those required for their regular math curriculum in only 

three weeks.  The next program planned is entitled Spell 

City.  In computer class, children have been learning to 

identify the parts of a computer and keyboarding skills. 

Students in grades three through six are creating power 

point presentations conveying internet safety tips.  These 

presentations will be shared with the other classes.  As 

funds become available, we plan to place I-Pads in each 

of our classrooms. 

  

With the end of summer and the beginning of autumn, our 

thoughts turn to fall activities. We had our first Family 

Chapel on October 14 with Pastor Graham.  It provided a 

wonderful opportunity for our students to participate in a 

short  dedication of the beautiful chapel and also to thank 

those who gave so much of their time and talent to the 

project.  To celebrate Nevada Day, we dressed as early 

Nevadans and toured the Hoover Dam Museum at the 

Boulder Dam Hotel.  The highlight of the celebration is 

always our costume contest and Gold Rush game.  No-

vember will bring our annual Family Thanksgiving Feast 

and preparation for our Christmas musical which will be 

presented in mid-December. 

 

We continue to incorporate the Golden Rule throughout 

our many activities with the desire to make its wisdom the 

foundation for all our actions. 

 

God bless,  Marcia Harhay 

The Board will be voting on bylaw changes at 

our October meeting.  I have only received a 

few comments during the last month, so we 

are hoping that the proposed changes are 

not controversial, in order to approve the 

changes and vote to move forward with the 

revisions to the congregation at the Annual 

Meeting. A summary of the proposed 

changes will be mailed with the All Congrega-

tion meeting items in late November, but the 

whole bylaw revisions will continue to be 

available in the church office at any time.  

Input is welcome.  

 

One of the most solemn responsibilities of 

the Board is to determine a budget, and then 

live within that budget based on the dona-

tions the church receives.  It's that time 

again this year to plan for the 2011 budget, 

and this will also be prepared in preparation 

for the presentation at the annual meeting.  

 

The Board has moved the location of the 

meetings to the Social Room, and will meet 

one more time on November 21, prior to the 

Annual AllðCongregation meeting on Sunday, 

December 12 at 2 p.m in the Historic Grace 

Chapel. 

 

Thanks to all who continue to volunteer and 

to do the work of the Church, for the fur-

ther Glory to God.   

 

May God continue to bless us and direct us in 

His work,  

Linda Garrison  

GRACE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY  SCHOOL BELLS  

On October 31, we are having a Halloween party 

put together by our teen group for our Sunday 

School children and the children of Family Prom-

ise.  Terry Lindeman will bring the Family Promise 

children here from Las Vegas for the party from 1 

- 4 p.m.   There will be games, prizes, costumes, 

refreshments, entertainment and a presentation 

of the churchõs celebration of the òDay of the 

Deadó for the children.  Iõm very proud of our teen 

group for their willingness to work together for 

this project for our younger children and the Fam-

ily Promise children.  

 

On Sunday, November 21, I plan to take our teens 

over to Temple Ner Tamid for the Annual Thanks-

giving Interfaith Service which starts with a choir 

rehearsal at 4:30 p.m., a free dinner will be served 

at 5:30 p.m. and the service begins at 6:30 p.m.  

Please let me know if you are interested in singing 

or attending this lovely event.   

 

Blessings, 

Francyl Gawryn  

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES  

The Annual Hanging of the Greens will be 

Saturday, November 27 at 9:00 a.m. 

The entire church family is invited to join the 

Deacons Commission to help decorate our 

church for the Christmas sea-

son. 

The decorations will be taken 

down on Saturday, January 8, 

2011 at 9:00 a.m.  Again, every-

one is invited to join in the fun 

and fellowship! 

 

Nancy LockeðChair 

DEACONS COMMISSION  

We occasionally use photos of people and 
groups for our church website and this news-
letter.  If you have any objections to the use 
of your photo (or photos of your children) 
being used, please contact the church office 
at 293 -2018.  

First and second grades  

Troy Schultz tutoring at GCA    

Troy, his wife Helga, and their three chil-

dren just recently joined our Grace family.  

Two of their children attend GCA.  

USE OF PICTURES ON  

WEBSITE AND NEWSLETTER 


